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The Bazail family
gathared aroung
their kitchen i

envisioned an open, airy floor plan featuring lots of win-
dows and natural light, but they also wanted to maintain a
sense of privacy. Their requests were simple enough, but
obstacles quickly arose. First, the neighborhood’s rigid
building codes forced the team to rethink their original
plans. “The city had strict requirements for the height of
the home—it couldn’t exceed the average on the street,”
says Shirley. Second, the dramatic gradient change from
the lot’s alley in back to the street in front—a 15-foot fall
presented challenges for building on the site.

Determined to deliver on the Bazails’ desires, the team
used the obstacles to

. impoved g | LIKE THE IDEA OF

and improved game

plan: Scale back the YWORKING WITH MULTI-
size of the original LEVELS AND MAKING
floor plan, dig into A MORE URBAN HOME.”
the lot then build up. — JOHN SHIRLEY
The team envisioned

a townhome lock with a loft-like feel. “We do a lot of

townhomes and urban-type housing projects,” says Shir-

ley. “I like the idea of working with multi-levels and mak-

ing a more urban home, and the Bazails were very excited

about it.” With the new plan, the layout was modified so

the front door and first level would be accessed from the

“basement,” with two additional levels on top. The lowest

level would include the entry, Roland’s office and guest

quarters; the second level would be for the main living
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